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Anchorage – Senator Lesil McGuire (R-Anchorage) will kick off Alaska Energy Awareness Month tomorrow, September 30th, with a speech about the State's policies and programs to encourage energy efficiency at the JL Tower in Anchorage. The JL tower is the first private building to receive a LEED certification in Alaska. As the chair of the Senate Special Committee on Energy and Co-Chair of the Senate Resources Committee, Senator McGuire led the efforts to develop a statewide energy policy and to craft programs that address the unique energy challenges in Alaska. 

"When the Senate Energy Committee traveled the State and listened to Alaskans we saw firsthand how deeply energy costs affect communities," said Senator McGuire. "In the village of Tanana we heard a principal describe how 70 cents of every dollar his school district spends goes to heating and electricity. This is money that does not make it to classrooms, to teachers and most importantly to students."

During the 2010 session of the Alaska Legislature, Senator McGuire, her co-chair on the Resources Committee and counterparts in the House passed a comprehensive set of legislation that established statewide energy efficiency goals and created programs to address the needs of school districts, local governments, the state and businesses. The Legislature set in statute a policy that the State achieves a 15% increase in energy efficiency by 2020. To meet this goal, they built on the work Senator McGuire and others did in previous legislatures to help homeowners through the State's weatherization and home energy rebate programs (http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/energy/weatherization_rebates.cfm) by designing programs for public facilities and small businesses. Senate Bill 220 created the Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund (http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/energy/energy_eff_rev_loan.cfm) and authorized the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation to issue up to $250 million in bonds to finance energy efficiency investments in public facilities. The program is estimated to create more than 2,000 jobs and save State and Local governments tens of millions of dollars annually.

"Through the use of loan programs like the Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund we designed for public facilities and the Alternative Energy and Conservation Loan Fund we created for small businesses we can foster good jobs and make our economy more competitive in a sustainable way," said Senator McGuire. "The Legislature embraced revolving loan funds because it means each investment facilitates the next investment as opposed to simply spending money through grant programs." Senator McGuire explained the State's push for energy efficiency by noting that: "Investing in energy efficiency creates jobs today and reduces the cost of government tomorrow."
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